
 
 

Joseph’s Encounter (Matthew 1:18-25) 
 

“This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother 
Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 

Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins…’” 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Joseph was a tsadiq:           (Matthew 1:19). 

But if he accepts Mary and Jesus, he’ll be seen as part of the Am 
ha-aretz: a     . 

 

Your    is what others think you are. 
 

Your           is who you truly are. 
 
 

You have to let go of your reputation to 
lay hold of your identity in Christ. 

 
 

 

December 11, 2022  ׀ Phil Fuller, Lead Pastor 
Rancho Murieta Community Church 
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Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 

Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins…’” 

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Joseph was a tsadiq: a righteous man (Matthew 1:19). 

But if he accepts Mary and Jesus, he’ll be seen as part of the Am 
ha-aretz: a sinner. 

 

Your reputation is what others think you are. 
 

Your identity is who you truly are. 
 
 

You have to let go of your reputation to 
lay hold of your identity in Christ. 

 
 

 

December 11, 2022  ׀ Phil Fuller, Lead Pastor 
Rancho Murieta Community Church 

I most want to 
be known for:  

 

I most want to 
be known for:  

 


