LIving In Grace

Made New — Ephesians 4:17-24
The Old Way of Life

“So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you
must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility
of their thinking. They are darkened in their
understanding and separated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them due to the
hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity,
they have given themselves over to sensuality so as
to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full
of greed.”

Ephesians 4:17-19
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Hard Heart Numb to God
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Enslaved indulgence

In what ways have you grown numb to God?

In what ways have you been trying to fill your God-
shaped hole with something other than God?

The New Way of Life

“Put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its
deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of
your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be
like God in true righteousness and holiness.”
Ephesians 4:22-24

In Jesus we are made new from the
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Living in Grace: Made New 6. Think about your identity in Jesus—you have been made
Questions based on sermon from September 24, 2023 new. Read 1 Peter 2:9-12.
e How have you been feeling about yourself lately?
Getting to Know Me

1. What is something you’ve made or built lately? Do you e How does the truth in this passage impact your
enjoy the process of creating? Think through the steps of self-understanding?
completing a project. What part do you enjoy most (the
planning, the hands-on, the problem solving, the e How does that feel to know you are chosen by
completion)? God—that you belong to Him?

2. What has your “spiritual house” been like lately: a safe

castle? A leaky hut? A new house under construction? An 7. What thoughts do you have about seeing so many people
old house needing to be propped up? baptized this week? What questions do you have about
baptism?

Digging Deeper
3. What new insight, challenge, moment, or question 8. Read Romans 6:4. Why do you think God asks us to be
impacted you through Sunday’s worship experience? baptized? It’s often said baptism is a physical picture of the
spiritual experience of salvation. How is that true?

4. Read Ephesians 4:23-24. Think about the phrases, “put on” 9. Read Romans 6:5-7. How do these verses compare to our
and “made new.” What do these verses reveal about what study in Ephesians 4? Do you see any new insights in this
is God’s part and what is our part? Is it a solo project or a passage?

team effort? When will this renovation be completed?

Where Do | Go from Here?
Meditate on your character. What changes have you seen God

5. If we are “created to be like God in true righteousness and make in you as you follow Him? Do you love more? Do you forgive
holiness” (4:24), what does being like God look like in our easier? How is God helping you put on godly character traits?
lives?

e Reflect again on verses 25-32 for what we need to Have you been baptized? Contact the church office if you’d like to
put off, put on: learn more about taking the faith step of baptism.

e Read 1 John 4:7-12. How do these verses work Prayer
themselves out in your life? Using your own words, write out a prayer asking God to make you

more like Him this week.

We exist to glorify God by guiding people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ.
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“So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you
must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility
of their thinking. They are darkened in their
understanding and separated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them due to the
hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity,
they have given themselves over to sensuality so as
to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full
of greed.”
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Enslaved indulgence

In what ways have you grown numb to God?

In what ways have you been trying to fill your God-
shaped hole with something other than God?

The New Way of Life

“Put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its
deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of
your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be
like God in true righteousness and holiness.”
Ephesians 4:22-24

In Jesus we are made new from the inside-out.
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